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Federal Communications Commission 
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Washington, DC 20554 

Re: DA 99-430 
J BO Docket No. 99-l 1 

Telephone Service For Indians On Reservations 

Dear Commission: 

My name is James L. Bradley. I am president and majority shareholder of United 
Native American Telecommunications, Inc. (“UNAT”), one of a select few majority 
Native American owned FCC- licensed interexchange carriers. I am a Tlingit Indian, and 
have worked in the telecommunications field since the 1960’s. UNAT, the company I 
helped to found, has been providing telecommunications services to the Department of 
Defense for over seven years, and has recently begun to provide telecommunications 
services, through joint venture agreements, with Native villages in Alaska. 

UNAT believes that the problems plaguing the Native American 
telecommunications infrastructure are self-evident. Many Native American reservations 
are located in remote areas of the country. These reservations often encompass rough 
terrain over which it is difficult and expensive to construct a telecommunications 
infrastructure. Moreover, the sparse target population scattered across this rough terrain 
.possesses limited economic means and technical knowledge. Many of these proposed 
new customers have never made a telephone call, let alone had telephone service. 

Clearly, even though providing access to the reservations would be a major 
accomplishment, it would only be a partial solution. Instruction on the use, and uses, of 
telecommunications services would also be required.* 

Consequently, UNAT believes that the following should be required as a part of 
any program: 

1) Promote Tribal Telecommunications Self-Sufficiency. It is evident from the 
testimony of industry witnesses that although they would like to assist in 
reservation telephony, this issue is not an important one to them. Also, tribal 

* In order for most of these new customers to take advantage of the more advanced telecommunications 
services, such as Internet access, further infrastructure, such as electrification, would need to be provided as 
well. 
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witnesses testified that current reservation customers were not being well served. 
Since Native American reservations do not fall within the jurisdiction of state 
commissions, it is paramount that the Commission promote tribal 
telecommunications self-sufficiency by assisting tribes to create their own on- 
reservation telecommunications providers whenever possible. 

2) Require Wireless and Satellite Participation. As stated earlier, many 
reservations encompass rough terrain over which it is economically unfeasible to 
run traditional wire communications Therefore, it is important for the 
Commission to require wireless and satellite carriers to work with tribes within a 
particular carrier’s service area to provide, at a minimum, wireless and/or satellite 
Lifeline and Link-Up service to reservations. 

3) Identifv Existing Rights-of-Way. Testimony from several of the Indian tribes 
indicated that existing communications rights-of-way were in close proximity to, 
if not on, many reservations. Additional testimony also indicated that obtaining 
new rights-of-way was a cumbersome, bureaucratic, and time-consuming 
problem. Therefore, the Commission should work with the Indian tribes as well 
as the Bureau of Indian Affairs to locate existing communications rights-of -way 
on reservations. 

In closing, UNAT fully agrees with the testimony from several of the Native 
American witnesses that as part of its trust responsibility to Native America, the federal 
government must provide basic telecommunications service to reservations. Should the 
Commission further information or assistance from UNAT, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
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